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Animal Shelter Guttenberg, Iowa, USA  25,000 Sq. ft.
5th-year, ten weeks, Iowa State University 

The animal shelter is located in the downtown shopping and housing 
district of Guttenberg, directly next to the Mississippi river. From the 
street, the shelter appears to be only one level high, but as one enters 
the building, they see that two more levels go further down and offer 
wonderful vistas out towards the river. 

The entrance level holds the adoption areas, and an auditorium. The 

second, and lower, level holds the lost & found and relinquish areas, as 
well as the administrative support. The third, and lowest, level holds the 
isolation and quarantine animals along with the kitchen. 

A traditional, double-loaded corridor divides the spaces, but the hall-
way undulates to rid the shelter of a common “institutional” feel. The 
river façade is mostly glass, allowing the users to enjoy the view. 
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Mediathéque Montréal, Canada  10,980 Sq. m.
4th-year, eight weeks, Iowa State University 

With a complex program including a new media center, cinemas, gal-
leries, a restaurant, a shop, a youth center, and traditional book stacks, 
the Mediathéque is transformed from a regular library into a network of 
public spaces that together foster the sharing of information.

The Mediathéque is divided into four significant zones: library, admin-
istration, entertainment, and the new media center. From the heart of 

the library, the new media center serves as a node from which all other 
areas are accessed. This allows for it to act as a mediator between 
the different zones of the Mediathéque, just as the new media them-
selves act as mediators of information.  In this case, active exchange 
of information revolves around the new media circulation desk, its cor-
responding interaction stations for reading, listening, and viewing ma-
terial, along with the rest of the Mediathéque. 
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Exeter Library Exeter, New Hampshire, USA  88,984 Sq. ft.
4th-year, three weeks, Iowa State University 

Louis I Kahn was commissioned to design the Phillip Exeter Library for 
the Exeter Academy in 1965. Kahn paid special attention to the idea 
of making a “modern library,” not simply a library as a holding space 
for books. Much thought was given to the type of seating space in the 
library, outdoor gardens and patios, and the overall aura.

Kahn also gave special attention to the amount of natural light en-

tering the library. Kahn created a diffuse skylight in the center of the 
building to allow for natural lighting, but still protect delicate text. He 
also created a window system that allowed light to enter on the mez-
zanine levels where it illuminates the space without hitting the books. 

This model was fabricated using laser cutting technology, and is made 
entirely of basswood. The base is made of plywood.
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Housing Project  New York City, New York, USA  50,000 Sq. ft.
3rd-year, ten weeks, Iowa State University 

The New York City Housing Project is a mixed-use midrise building. The 
ground floor houses a day-care, and the remaining seven floors consist 
of 14 elderly, 14 family, and 4 studio housing units. 

The program of this building creates a unique opportunity for mixed-
age interaction. The layout of the day-care allows both visitors and 
tenants to view the children as they enter the building, or choose to 

share a meal with them in the common space.

An outdoor space on the second floor is a shared playground and gar-
den, where they children and tenants can play together.  The elderly 
units have balconies that overlook this area, so that they may visually 
participate without living their apartments.
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Loft Renovation Des Moines, Iowa, USA  800 sq. ft.
3rd-year, four weeks, Iowa State University 

The loft is a renovation project for the Kirkwood Hotel in Des Moines, 
Iowa. The existing 400 sq. ft. hotel rooms are combined into two-floor 
units, and converted into loft style apartments. 

This one-bedroom loft is innovatively planned to take advantage of 
the limited amount of space. A murphy bed/bookshelf is set on tracks 
to be folded up and rolled back for large group events. The bookshelf 

can still be used, but the bed is hidden. 

The loft is completely automated for security, lighting and entertain-
ment purposes. A drop down theater screen is installed giving the own-
er the opportunity to have the screen out of sight when it is not in use.  
The automation system, along with the innovative planning, give the 
owner complete control over his living space.
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